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H I G H L I G H T S

• The lattice spacing of TiO2 is enlarged,
which facilitates Na+ desertion/in-
sertion.

• The hollow porous structure could
expose numerous surface-redox active
sites.

• The N-doped hollow carbon frame-
work could boost the conductivity.

G R A P H I C A L A B S T R A C T

A unique hollow TiO2/carbon nanocubes (hollow-TiO2@C-800) with enlarged lattice spacing of TiO2 have been
synthesized through decomposition of ZnTiO3 at high temperature, which exhibits a superior cycling stability
(154.6 mAh g−1 after 6000 cycles at 5000mA g−1) and an excellent rate capability (150mAh g−1 at
8000mA g−1).
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A B S T R A C T

Sodium-ion batteries (SIBs) are considered as promising new-fashioned energy storage devices. Among these
anode materials of SIBs, the low specific capacity and poor rate capability of TiO2 are two significant factors of
hindering the widely application. Here, a unique hollow TiO2/carbon nanocubes (hollow-TiO2@C-800) with
enlarged lattice spacing of TiO2 have been synthesized. Experimental results demonstrate that the enlarged
lattice spacing of TiO2 could facilitate Na ions desertion/insertion and inhibit the irreversible side reactions,
resulting in fast Na ion transfer kinetics. Moreover, N-doped hollow porous carbon framework could boost the
conductivity, inhibit the agglomeration of the smaller TiO2 and shorten the distance for Na+ transfer, which lead
to lower mechanical stresses and smaller capacity loss during cycles. As expected, hollow-TiO2@C-800 shows a
superior cycling stability (154.6 mAh g−1 after 6000 cycles at 5000mA g−1) and an excellent rate capability
(150mAh g−1 at 8000mA g−1). This simple synthetic method would open a new avenue to prepare the superior
SIBs anode.
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1. Introduction

Lithium–ion batteries have progressively achieved the commercia-
lization mainly used in portable electrical and large energy storage (eg
electric vehicles) equipments in recent years [1–3]. Unfortunately, the
increasing price of lithium induced by the conflict of the limited lithium
resources and the increasing demand for large-scale energy storage (eg
grid-scale storage), finding a new energy storage technology to replace
the LIBs is becoming an imperative choice [4–6]. Recently, Sodium–ion
batteries (SIBs) are sweeping rapidly due to the lower cost and abun-
dant resources of sodium [3,7–9]. Significant efforts have been devoted
to develop SIBs anode materials, however, there are still many inherent
defects to impede their application. For example, the graphite-based
carbon anode is not suitable as SIBs anode due to the limited layer
spacing for Na+ insertion/deinsertion [10–13]. Some soft and hard
carbons exhibit a high reversible capacity over 200 mAh g−1 at 1 A
g−1, but the problem of Na+ dendrite is caused by the lower voltage
plateau versus sodium (below 0.1 V) [14,15]. Although the alloying
materials of tin and antimony based complex could store a great
number of sodium, but they often face the fast capacity fade due to
structural breakage, which is induced by the huge volume change
[11,16–18]. Therefore, it still exists a great challenge to develop a
suitable anode with ultra-stable cycle life and significant rate perfor-
mance for SIBs.

As a promising material for SIBs, TiO2 has triggered intensively
study due to low cost, environment friendly, safer insertion potential
and high durability [19–21]. However, the poor electronic conductivity
and low capacity of bare TiO2 limit their application in sodium storage.
To overcome these issues, constructing carbon/TiO2 nanohybrid is re-
garded as an effective way to improve the materials’ conductivity and
capacity, such as porous carbon coated TiO2 or TiO2 anchored on
porous carbon [19,22,23], both of which exhibit the larger capacity and
accelerate charges and ions transferability. For example, He et al. re-
ported the TiO2/C composite with several morphologies, which can be
adjusted to nanoparticles, microrods, rod-in-tube structures, or micro-
tubes by controlling the types of reaction solvents and time. Among
these materials, rod-in-tube TiO2 with a uniform carbon coating shown
the best sodium storage capability (such as a superior rate capability of
125.2 at 10 A g−1) [24]. Zhang et al presented a nanocomposite of
TiO2@C nanosheets with highly exposed (0 0 1) facets and gorgeous
carbon layer coating, this composite displayed an improved sodium
storage behavior such as a considerable specific capacity of 92.9 mAh
g−1 after 4000 cycles at 5 A g−1 due to the synergistic effect between
outer carbon layer and inner TiO2 nanosheets [25]. Meanwhile, het-
eroatom doped TiO2 technology is also a practical method to improve
the electrochemical properties, which could overcome the intrinsic
defect of electronic conductivity and facilitate Na+ transfer. For in-
stance, flower‐like TiO2 with S doping nanostructure was reported by
He et al, which possessed an extraordinary sodium storage performance
(such as a ultra-high capacity of 254.2 at 50mA g−1) [26]. In addition,
elaborate controlling the nanostructure of TiO2 shows a great potential
in increasing the sodium storage capability of Ti-based materials,
through which could expose more active sites and improve pseudoca-
pacitive ions storage behavior [27–31]. Therefore, delicately designing
and synthesizing hollow TiO2 nanohybrids with large surface area
would boost sodium storage performance.

Recently, enlarging lattice distance of crystalized anode materials
have been reported, which could significantly boost sodium storage
capability, because enlarging lattice spacing would facilitate ions dif-
fusion and insertion, inhibit the irreversible side reactions. Meanwhile,
enlarging the lattice spacing would decrease the volume change of
active material to achieve an ultra-stable capacity [32]. However, none
of such kinds of TiO2-based materials have been reported so far. Herein,
we first timely propose a template-sacrifice method to convert the
amorphous TiO2 coated ZIF-8 (a-TiO2@ZIF-8) to the hollow cubic Nano
complex (hollow-TiO2@C-800) through pyrolysis. The lattice spacing of

rutile TiO2 nanoparticles could be enlarged due to the evaporation of Zn
from ZnTiO3 precursor at elevated temperature. As a consequence, the
enlarging lattice spacing of rutile TiO2, hollow porous structure and
conductive carbonic matrix could corporately facilitate Na ions deser-
tion and insertion, inhibit the irreversible side reactions and boost ion
transport and sodium storage. Because of the synergistic effects of
aforementioned structural merits, this complex shows one of the best
cycling stability (154.6 mAh g−1 after 6000 cycles at 5 A g−1) and rate
capability (297 mAh g−1 at 0.1A g−1 and 150 mAh g−1 at 8 A g−1)
among TiO2 anode.

2. Experimental section

2.1. Materials synthesis

2.1.1. Synthesis of the ZIF-8 nanotube
0.6325 g Zn(NO3)2·6H2O was dissolved in 30ml methanol, mean-

while, 1.5 g 2-methylimidazole and 9mg cetyltrimethylammonium-
bromide (CTAB) were dissolved in 10ml methanol. Then, the 2-me-
thylimidazole solution is quickly added to the Zn(NO3)2 solution. The
mixture was stirred at room temperature for 4 h and incubated 10 h.
The resulting precipitate was centrifuged and washed three times with
ethanol before drying at 60 °C.

2.1.2. Synthesis of the a-TiO2@ZIF-8
0.2 g ZIF-8 was homogeneously dissolved in 100ml ethanol by ul-

trasonication. Followed by added 0.3 g hexadecylamine (HAD) and
0.7 ml NH3·H2O to the above solution with stirring for 10min. Then,
1.2 ml titanium isopropoxide (TIP, 97%) was added to the dispersion
and stirred for another 60min. The white product was dried at 80 ℃
after collected by centrifuged and washed with ethanol for several
times. The obtained amorphous TiO2 coating ZIF-8 denoted as a-TiO2@
ZIF-8.

2.1.3. Synthesis of the TiO2@C-500
The a-TiO2@ZIF-8 was annealed in nitrogen at 500 °C for 2 h with a

heating rate of 2 °Cmin−1, the final product features amorphous
property and denoted as TiO2@C-500.

2.1.4. Synthesis of the TiO2@C-650
The a-TiO2@ZIF-8 was annealed in nitrogen at 650 °C for 2 h with a

heating rate of 2 °Cmin−1 to obtain the mixture of rutile TiO2, ZnTiO3

and C. The product denoted as TiO2@C-650.

2.1.5. Synthesis of the hollow-TiO2@C-800
To synthesis the final product of hollow-TiO2@C-800. The TiO2@

ZIF-8 was annealed in nitrogen at 800 °C for 2 h with a heating rate of
2 °Cmin−1.

2.1.6. Synthesis of the TiO2

The preparation of the TiO2 is similar to the preparation of the h-
TiO2@C-800 expect to not addition of 0.2 g ZIF-8 to the 100ml ethanol
under stirring for 60min.

2.2. Materials characterization

X-ray powder diffraction (XRD) is employed an X-ray diffractometer
with Cu Ka radiation from 10 to 60° to analyze the crystalline structure
and phase composition. The microstructures of the as-obtained samples
were analyzed by using field emission scanning electron microscopy
(SEM, Hitachi S-4800). Transmission electron microscopy (TEM) were
carried out on JEM-2010 system at 220 kV. X-ray photoelectron spec-
troscopy (XPS, Thermo Scientific Escalab 250XI) with Mg Ka radiation
was carried out to determine the microscopic material composition
(elemental composition and chemical bonding). N2 absorption–de-
sorption isotherms of samples were determined and analyzed by the
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Brunauer-Emmette-Teller (BET) method (Autosorb-iQ, Quantachrome).
Fourier transform infrared spectra (FITR) were detected on a
PerkinElmer spectrum GX FTIR system. Thermogravimetric analysis
(TGA) was determined under air fow from room temperature to 800 °C
with a heating rate of 10 °C min−1 (using STA 409 PC Luxx, Netzsch-
Ger¨atebau).

2.3. Electrochemical measurements

The electrochemical performance tests were carried out through
using CR2032-type coin cells with pure Na foil as the counter electrode
assembled in an argon-filled glove box (H2O < 0.1 ppm,
O2 < 0.1 ppm). To the working electrodes, the as-prepared materials
(80 wt%), Super P (10 wt%) and poly(vinylidene fluoride) (PVDF)
(10 wt% in N-methyl-2-pyrrolidinone (NMP) solvent) were mixing to
form a homogeneous slurry. The mixture was then pasted on Cu foil and
dried in a vacuum oven at 80 °C for 12 h, the material loading was
about 1.0–1.4 mg cm−2 on each round copper foil (The capacity was
calculated based on the mass of whole composite.), the sodium ion
electrolyte consists of 1M NaClO4 in ethylene carbonate/diethyl car-
bonate (1/1; v/v) with 5 wt% fluoroethylene carbonate. The galvano-
static charge/discharge measurement was performed by a multichannel
battery testing system (LAND CT2001A) with a voltage range of
0.01–3 V. Both cyclic voltammetry (CV) at a scan rate of
0.1–100mV s−1 and electrochemical impedance spectroscopy (EIS) at a
frequency range of 100 kHz to 10mHz with AC amplitude of 5mV were
carried on CHI760D electrochemical workstation. All of the measure-
ments were performed at room temperature.

3. Results and discussion

The preparation process of the hollow-TiO2@C-800 nanocomposite
is depicted in Fig. 1: the nanocubes of ZIF-8 were adopted as template
and then coated by amorphous TiO2 (namely a-TiO2@ZIF-8) through
hydrolysis of tetra-n-butyl titanate (TIP). During subsequent pyrolysis
of a-TiO2@ZIF-8, the Zn in ZIF-8 core section was gradually diffused
into the lattice of coated TiO2 to form ZnTiO3 and then evaporated at
higher temperature. Due to the high melting point and stiff structure of
TiO2, the lattice spacing is increased after escaping of Zn. Finally, the
hollow TiO2 nanocubes (hollow-TiO2@C-800) are formed with the
advanced features for sodium storage, such as conductive matrix,
porous hollow structure and enlarged lattice spacing.

The X-ray diffraction (XRD) profiles of the a-TiO2@ZIF-8, TiO2@C-
500, TiO2@C-650 and hollow-TiO2@C-800 are shown in Fig. 2a. The

profile of a-TiO2@ZIF-8 shows the same diffraction peaks as ZIF-8,
which indicates the amorphous structure of TiO2 coating. When a-
TiO2@ZIF-8 annealed at 500 ℃, no diffraction peaks can be observed in
TiO2@C-500 due to the gradually decomposition of ZIF-8 crystals
during elevating temperature. As shown in Fig. 2a and Fig. 2b, once the
annealing temperature rise up to 650 ℃, the diffraction peaks of
TiO2@C-650 could be divided into crystalized rutile TiO2 and ZnTiO3,
which would ascribe to the crystallized TiO2 and recrystallization of
diffused Zn from ZIF-8 core with part of TiO2 on shell. After pyrolysis at
800 ℃, all of the diffraction peaks of ZnTiO3 in TiO2@C-650 were
converted to rutile TiO2 in hollow-TiO2@C-800, except slightly left
shifts than that in JCPDS Card No. 75-1757 [33]. The lattice spacing of
(1 1 0) planes was enlarged from 0.328 nm(rutile TiO2) to 0.334 nm
(hollow-TiO2@C-800) and the lattice constant was also increased from
(rutile TiO2: a= 4.5937, b= 4.5937, c= 2.9587) to (hollow-TiO2@C-
800: a= 4.6001, b=4.6001, c= 2.9603) (Table S1), which would be
attributed to the Zn doped into TiO2 and followed by the evaporation of
Zn at higher temperature.

As shown in Fourier transform infrared spectra (FTIR), the profiles
of both hollow-TiO2@C-800 and TiO2 exhibit same peaks at 650 cm−1,
which is attributed to Ti-O-Ti vibration of TiO2 (Fig. 2c) [32]. Besides,
the additional peaks at 1200 cm−1 and 1600 cm−1 of hollow-TiO2@C-
800 are assigned to the vibration of C–C and C=O bonds from the
carbonated ZIF-8 [11]. Thermogravimetric analysis (TGA) is performed
from room temperature to 800 °C to determine the components of
hollow-TiO2@C-800 composite. In Fig. S1, the 3% weight loss from 25
°C to 200 °C is attributed to the evaporation of adsorbed gas and free
water [34]. The weight loss of 13% between 360 °C and 580 °C is as-
signed to the combustion of carbonic subunits [33]. The Raman spectra
of hollow-TiO2@C-800 and TiO2 are shown in Fig. 2d, both of which
exhibit two scattering bands of TiO2 at 413 and 618 cm−1, which de-
monstrates that Zinc as dopant diffused into the lattice of TiO2 after the
decomposition of ZnTiO3 instead of aggregation. Additionally, the D
band located at 1,350 cm−1 and G band near 1,588 cm−1 are related to
the disordered and ordered structure of carbon material, respectively
[35–37]. The ID/IG of hollow-TiO2@C-800 is calculated as 1.18, in-
dicating more disordered carbon to accelerate the electronic/ion
transfer. X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS) is employed to char-
acterize the element composition and chemical state of the as-synthe-
sized hollow-TiO2@C-800. As shown in Fig. 2e, the overall spectrum
demonstrates the existence of Ti, Zn, C, O and N (high-resolution
images of C 1s, Ti 2p, O 1s and Zn 2p are shown in Fig. S2) [34,38]. Fig.
S3 is the high-resolution spectrum of N1s that have been deconvoluted
into two peaks, which are ascribed to the pyridinic N (398.12 eV) and
pyrrolic N (400.14 eV). Doping N atom into carbon architecture could
introduce more active sites and facilitate the charge transfer, which
could significantly enhance the Na storage capability [39]. Meanwhile,
the Table S2 shows that there is only 0.7 at% of Zn in this composite,
the tiny amount of Zn indicates that most Zn have been evaporated at
high temperature. In addition, The high-resolution Zn 2p spectrum (Fig.
S2d) shows that the Zn is bivalent in the composite which serves as a
structural support to enlarge spaces between the lattice interlayers
[40,41]. Fig. 2f and Fig. S4 are the BET surface areas and pore-size
distribution of the hollow-TiO2@C-800 and TiO2. TiO2 exhibits a small
specific surface area of 12m2 g−1. However, the specific surface area of
hollow-TiO2@C-800 increased to 168 cm3 g−1 with hierarchical por-
osity, which is mediating the diffusion of Na+ [42,43].

The scanning electron microscopy (SEM) and transmission electron
microscope (TEM) are used to verify the nanostructures. The as-pre-
pared ZIF-8 are consisted with uniform nanocubes with an average size
of 200 nm (Fig. 3a and Fig. S5). After TiO2 coating, the morphology of
most nanocubes are reserved in a-TiO2@ZIF-8 (Fig. 3b). After pyrolysis,
hollow-TiO2@C-800 are also consisted of well-defined nanocubes
(Fig. 3c). The transmission electron microscope (TEM) images is em-
ployed to detect the inside structure of these materials (Fig. 3d, e and
Fig. S6). When TiO2@ZIF-8 was annealed in N2 at 500 ℃ (Fig. S6a), the

Fig. 1. Schematic illustration of the preparation of hollow-TiO2@C-800 hollow
nanocube. Step 1. deposition of TiO2 onto ZIF-8. Step 2. Annealing reaction
under N2.
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obtained TiO2@C-500 still exhibit the similar nanocubes structure as
precursor. After annealed at 650 ℃, a coating layer is appeared on the
surface of nanocubes in TiO2@C-650 (Fig. 3d and S6b), which would be
attributed to the formation of ZnTiO3. Increasing the temperature to
800 ℃, the well-defined hollow nanocubes are formed in hollow-
TiO2@C-800 during the decomposition of ZIF-8 and ZnTiO3, which are
composed of many loosely ultrafine TiO2 nanoparticles anchored on the
carbon framework (Fig. 3e). The elemental mapping images of hollow-
TiO2@C-800 (Fig. 3f) also confirm the homogenous distribution of Ti,
C, Zn, N and O. The high-resolution transmission electron microscope
(HRTEM) images show the d110 lattice fringe of TiO2 particles in
hollow-TiO2@C-800 is 0.334 nm (inset in Fig. 3e), which is larger than

that in bare TiO2 (0.325 nm in Fig. S6d). The corresponding Selected
Area Electron Diffraction (SAED) pattern of hollow-TiO2@C-800 (inset
in Fig. 3e) are also well coincidence to the diffraction peaks of XRD
pattern (in Fig. 2a).

The sodium storage behaviors of hollow-TiO2@C-800 and TiO2 are
evaluated in half-cell SIBs with a voltage window of 0.01–3 V. The CV
curve of hollow-TiO2@C-800 is shown in Fig. 4a. Two peaks are ap-
peared at 1.3 V and 0.57 V at first cycle and disappeared in the fol-
lowing scans, which ascribed to the formation of the solid electrolyte
interface (SEI) film and irreversible Na+ insertion [44,45]. After the
initial cycle, only one broad anodic peak that located at 0.82 V is de-
tected, which is ascribed to the desodiating reaction of anode material

Fig. 2. (a) XRD patterns of a-TiO2@ZIF-8, TiO2@C-500, TiO2@C-650 and hollow-TiO2@C-800. (b) XRD patterns of TiO2@C-650 and hollow-TiO2@C-800. (C) FT-IR
spectra of hollow-TiO2@C-800 and TiO2. (d) Raman spectra of hollow-TiO2@C-800 and TiO2. (e) XPS survey spectrum of hollow-TiO2@C-800. (f) N2 adsorption/
desorption isotherm of hollow-TiO2@C-800 and TiO2 architecture.

Fig. 3. SEM images: (a) ZIF-8, (b) a-TiO2@ZIF-8, (c) hollow-TiO2@C-800.TEM image of (d) TiO2@C-650. (e) hollow-TiO2@C-800. Right: HRTEM and SAED patterns
of hollow-TiO2@C-800. (f) Element mapping images of hollow-TiO2@C-800.
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with Na+ (the redox reaction of Ti3+/Ti4+) [19,23]. Specially, there is
no obvious cathodic peak, which would be due to that the hollow
porous structure of hollow-TiO2@C-800 has a great number of facile-to-
access surface-redox active sites to boost ion transport and charge
transfer [46]. The cycling performance of hollow-TiO2@C-800 and TiO2

are evaluated at 500mA g−1 in Fig. 4b. TiO2 only maintains a capacity
of 40 mAh g−1 after 750 cycles. While, hollow-TiO2@C-800 shows a
reversible capacity at 205 mAh g−1. The higher capacity of hollow-
TiO2@C-800 is attributed to the hollow structure and the enlarged
lattice spacing. Fig. 4e displays the long cycling performance of hollow-
TiO2@C-800 at 5000mA g−1 with the 99% coulombic efficiency, which
could be delivered a reversible capacity at 154.6 mAh g−1 after 6000
cycles, suggesting an ultrastable cycling performance than state-of-the-
art (Table S3). From the TEM image of hollow-TiO2@C-800 in Fig. S7
after 6000 cycles at 5000mA g−1, some nanocubes still persevered,
demonstrating the robustness of the nanostructure.

The rate capability of hollow-TiO2@C-800 and TiO2 are shown in
Fig. 4c. With the increasing of current density, reversible capacities of
297, 230, 202,190, 175, 165 and 150 mAh g−1 are acheived at 100,
200, 500, 1000, 2000, 4000 and 8000mA g−1, respectively. When the
current density return back to 100mA g−1, the capacity of hollow-
TiO2@C-800 still maintain at 298 mAh g−1. The galvanostatic charge/
discharge curves for hollow-TiO2@C-800 at various current densities

are displayed in Fig. 4d, the plateaus located at 0.81 V are preserved
with the increasing of current density, which indicates the superior
stability at higher rate. However, the TiO2 electrode exhibits ultra-low
capacity under the same condition.

Electrochemical impedance spectroscopy (EIS) is employed to assess
the kinetic of hollow-TiO2@C-800 and TiO2 in Fig. S8. h-TiO2@C-800
displays a lower charge transfer resistance, which could boost the
electrode kinetics and lead to an improved rate performance
[11,47,48]. The excellent rate performance of hollow-TiO2@C-800
would be due to the synergistic effect of hollow structure and enlarged
lattice spacing, which could shorten the distance for Na+ transfer and
boost the electrochemical reaction rates. So far, the rate performance of
hollow-TiO2@C-800 is one of the best TiO2-based anodes in-state-of-art,
such as the SIBs anodes of S-TiO2 naocube arrays, protonated titanate
nanowire arrays, Single-Crystal-like TiO2 Graphene, P-TiO2 nanoarrays,
and carbon coated antase TiO2 spheres in Fig. S9.

To investigate the electrochemical kinetics, the CV curves of hollow-
TiO2@C-800 at different scan rate from 0.1 to 100mV s−1 are shown in
Fig. 5a and Fig. S10. The contribution of capacitance is evaluated by Eq.
(1) based on the relationship between peak current (i) and scan rate (v)
[49]:

=i avb (1)

Fig. 4. Electrochemical characterization of hollow-TiO2@C-800 and TiO2 for sodium ion storage. (a) Cyclic voltammograms of hollow-TiO2@C-800 (scan rate:
0.1 mV s−1 and 0.2 mV s−1). (b) Capacity retentions and Coulombic efficiency of hollow-TiO2@C-800 and TiO2 at 500mA g−1. (c) Rate performance of hollow-
TiO2@C-800 and TiO2. (d) Charge/discharge profiles of hollow-TiO2@C-800 at different rates. (e) Capacity retentions and Coulombic efficiency of hollow-TiO2@C-
800 at 5000mA g−1(precycling at current of 500mA g−1 for 5 cycles).
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where b is an adjustable index to access the contribution of surface-
controlled and diffusion-controlled. The b-value is 1.0 (0.5) represents
the contribution of total surface-controlled (diffusion-controlled), the
pseudocapacitor becomes stronger if the b value is bigger. The b-values
of hollow-TiO2@C-800 are 0.90 (or 0.92) in the sweep rate range from
0.2 mV s-2 to 10mV s−2 and 0.53 (or 0.51) in the sweep rate range from
10mV s-2 to 100mV s−2 for cathodic (or anodic) peak (Fig. 5b), sug-
gesting the dramatically pseudocapacitive behavior of hollow-TiO2@C-
800. To further identify the capacity contribution of the capacitive
charge and diffusion-controlled charge, the CV curves current (i) at a
certain voltage (V) could be decomposed into two parts in following
law [11,50]:

= +i k v k v1 2
1/2 (2)

k1v and k2v1/2 represent the surface capacitive-controlled and dif-
fusion-controlled contribution, as shown in Fig. 5c and Fig. 5d, the
proportion of capacitive contribution is 73% at 2.0mV s−1. The in-
creasing of capacitive contribution at higher scan rates indicates that
the capacitive charge becomes dominant on Na+ storage in hollow-
TiO2@C-800 at high current density.

All in all, the improved sodium storage capability of the unique
hollow TiO2 nanohybrids could ascribe to the following synthetic ef-
fects: 1. the enlarged lattice spacing could facilitate Na ions desertion
and insertion, inhibit the irreversible side reaction, which lead to great
rate performance and durability. 2. the hollow porosity structure of
hollow-TiO2@C-800 could expose numerous facile-to-access surface-
redox active sites to boost ion transport and sodium storage. 3. the N-
doped hollow carbon framework could increase the conductivity, in-
hibit the agglomeration of TiO2 and shorten the distance for Na+

transfer.

4. Conclusion

A well-defined nanocubes with an amorphous TiO2 coated ZIF-8
cores have been designed and synthesized, which gradually convert to
the hollow nanocubes (hollow-TiO2@C-800) at elevated temperature.
The shell of the hollow-TiO2@C-800 is composed of N-doped carbon
matrix “bounded” TiO2 nanocrystals. While, the lattice spacing of as-
prepared TiO2 nanocrystals is increased during the conversion from
ZnTiO3 to TiO2 with the increasing of temperature. As the result, the
hollow-TiO2@C-800 delivers a high reversible capacity (154.6 mAh

g−1 after 6000 cycles at 5.0 A g−1) and ultrahigh rate capability (150
mAh g−1 at 8.0 A g−1) during reversible storage sodium due to the
synthetic effects of its advanced features.
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